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Effects of drugs 
are heterogeneous

Conditional Average 
Treatment Effect (CATE) 
models are used to estimate 
heterogeneity, but are 
underpowered in RCTs

Question: How can CATE
models still be used to
identify subgroups of
patients who benefit more
from the drug while having
fewer side effects?

Both in terms of 
efficacy and safety
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Application of staDISC
methodology to a Vioxx RCT 
(VIGOR) to find 6 clinically 
relevant subgroups + 
external validation using 
another RCT

See paper for more details
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